RIDERS=ALLIANCE

October 21, 2024
Dear Mayor Adams:

As bus riders from the Bronx and Upper Manhattan, we write to you today to demand a busway
on Fordham Road, the most important east-west transit corridor above 42nd Street, where riders
face outrageously slow and congested bus service every day.

Mayor de Blasio built busways across Manhattan, Queens and Brooklyn in the face of powerful
local opposition because busways work. Last year, your administration repainted the curbside
bus lanes from 2008 on Fordham in a half-measure to speed up service. It is clear that this hasn’t
worked. We urge you today to act now, as the existing measures have failed and a bold new street
treatment has proven necessary.

In the nine months since the lanes were repainted, Bx12 Select Bus Service has slowed, taking
even more time from 85,000 daily riders on the second busiest bus route in New York City.
From an average of 9.6 miles per hour from October 2022 to June 2023, bus speeds dropped to
9.4 miles per hour from October 2023, when the lanes were repainted, to June 2024. We have the
evidence we need. Repainting the old lanes didn’t help bus riders at all. We need and deserve a
contemporary design that addresses current conditions on Fordham Road.

From 2019 to 2023, the New York City Department of Transportation and Metropolitan
Transportation Authority collaborated on a plan to speed up the Fordham Road bus, which had
been improved during the Bloomberg administration but later worsened. Planners presented three
proposals, including a combination of offset lanes and two busway options. An independent
survey of Fordham Road shoppers, in which 91% of respondents live in the three nearest
community boards, found 70% public support for a busway.

The opposition was led by the powerful leader of the Arthur Avenue merchants, who once
claimed that a bike lane on Southern Boulevard would destroy the Bronx’s Little Italy. Mayor de
Blasio built the bike lane there and it had no impact on business. Yet the same person argued
again on Fordham Road that anything besides repainting the old lanes would harm the
community, where 86% of people arrive by public transit or on foot. He even organized the
Bronx Zoo and Botanical Garden to oppose bus improvements, although only 4% of drivers
travel down Fordham Road to visit those world famous destinations.

We urge you to disregard the fears and anxieties of suburban NIMBY's and get stuff done for
riders on Fordham Road. Of the seven people who signed the opposition letter last year, six don’t
even live in the city and can’t cast a ballot here. Despite leading locally based institutions, none
live in the Bronx or Upper Manhattan or represent a grassroots constituency here. Respectfully,
you do. Please deliver for the communities that supported you and keep your promise to speed
up our bus.

Sincerely,

150 Broadway, Suite 1005 « New York, NY 10018
www.ridersalliance.org * info@ridersalliance.org


http://www.ridersny.org
mailto:info@ridersny.org

Sanah Abdul-Kareem
Caroline Abreu
Aura Acevedo
Adedoyin Adeeko
Mohammed Ahmed
Farah Akbar
Kristen Akey
Lawn Al Jamal
Katrina Albert
Aileen Alberto
Steve Alexander
Paula Alford
Segundo Alicea
Emma L. Allotta
Vanessa Almanzar
Eileen Almonte
Sonia Almonte
Pam Alston
Gilberto Alvarado
Gil Alvarez
Ayleen Alvarez
Michael Amabile
Kathy Anderson
Leticia Apolinaris
Ashley Araujo
Jasmine Archer
Arienu Arias
Mark Asch

Joyce Austin
Shirley Austin
Yasmin Avila
Ernestina Baah
Martin Badonsky
Cordelia Baer
Alba Baez
Mohamed Bagayoko
Louis D. Bailey
Marie Bailey
Emily Baker
Komal Bansal
Ragibah Basir
Andrew Bassford
Andrew Bata
Michael Batavia

10451
10458
10467
10030
10465
10031
10034
10467
10471
10468
10458
10456
10031
10468
10453
10467
10467
10467
10040
10453
10453
10463
10456
10458
10468
10453
10455
10463
10456
10467
10473
10462
10475
10034
10460
10466
10031
10456
10458
10031
10457
10467
10128
10469

Michael Beckford

Kinda Beckles-Wilkinson

Nur Begum
Natasha Bell
Patricia Bellucci
Michael Beltzer
Shanise Bembrey
Betty Benoit
Anna Berlanga
Luz Bermudez
Oscar Berrios
Jeanine Bess
Glorianny Betances
Nitza Betancourt
Sawni Bhatt
Meeka Blash
Agnes Bonney
Anna Boozer
Cheryl Boria
Melissa Bosley
Nakia Boyd
Christina Boynes
Elaine Brennan
Megan Broderick
Sandra Brooks
Kate Brown
Kishuta Brown
Andrew Brown
Crystal Bruno
Ryan Buchanan
Karen Burdick
Tanisha Burks
Patrick D. Burns
Linda Burrell
Tyler Byrd

Brian Byrne
Natalia C
Desmond Cadogan
Cynthia Callistro
Judy Camacho
Alassane Camara
Juan Canela
Damaris Canela
Jason Caraballo

10451
10463
10455
10471
10040
10473
10474
10468
10460
10467
10461
10468
10453
10463
10458
10469
10473
10034
10462
10472
10457
10452
10468
10470
10451
10470
10469
10451
10453
10033
10451
10468
10463
10467
10453
10463
10458
10027
10456
10475
10453
10462
10462
10452



Arlo Carbajal

Ana Maria Cardenas
Karina Cardona
Dustin Carter
Matthew Carter
Joshua Carvajal
Charisse Cash
Lorna Castro-Morales
Lucina Cayetano
Rose Ceballos
Kymani Chambers
Varahn Chamblee
Breanne Chappell
Carol Cheaver

Juno Chowla-Song
Matteo Ciccone
Migdalia Cintron
Duval Clemmons
Latrice Coles-Leveille
Gloria Collazo
Christina Colon
Ishmael Colon
Miriam Concepcion
Kimali Corley

Lara Cortez

Dalma Crisostomo-Ward
Linda Crowley
Fiordaliza Crucel
Ismael Cruz

Ada Cruz

Lisbett Cruz

Mary Ann Cruz
Maria Cruz

Allison Cryer

Bill Cryer

Melvin Cunningham
Haby D.

Rachel Dailey

John Darian

Rossy David

Kevin Davis

Lisa Davis

Kenneth Davy
Rosa Maria de la Torre
Stephanie Dejesus
Berkis DeLeon
Lucia Deng

10461
10454
10451
10451
10471
10035
10466
10460
10458
10034
10475
10467
10034
10462
10128
10464
10460
10453
10462
10456
10468
10463
10472
10468
10467
10464
10461
10455
10467
10452
10457
10029
10457
10034
10034
10033
10458
10468
10475
10451
10459
10468
10458
10461
10472
10032
10453

Farah Despeignes
Jg Devoe

Denise Doig
Victor Donohue
Danielle Dookie
Raven Dorantes
Anne Douglas
Daisy Dougwillo

Amber Douse-Guitano

Marisol Duran
Abby Dziura
Travonne Eady
Camille Edwards
Monique Edwards
Reva Egdal

Tara Engram
David Enkosky
Aura Erickson
Isabel Escobar
Nayeli Escobar
Eury Espinal
Priscila Espinal
Danielle Evans
Dwight Evans
Emilio Evans
William Farkas
Theresa Favor
Alberto Ferrer
Ramona Ferreyra
Jaiden Figueroa
Nicholas Fitch
Jose Flores
Horvin Flores
Evette Flowers
Shav Fogarty
William Folchi
Evangeline Ford
Yolanda Ford
Nykeira Franks
Crystal Freeman
Gail Frierson
Casey Fulmer
RG

Stephanie Gadsden
Connie Gant
Richard Garcia
Sheila Garcia

10472
10463
10467
10453
10035
10468
10034
10451
10462
10459
10037
10463
10468
10475
10469
10453
10468
10468
10461
10458
10467
10034
10451
10463
10031
10458
10037
10473
10454
10457
10026
10451
10457
10451
10466
10461
10473
10463
10452
10451
10463
10034
10473
10456
10468
10034
10457



Lynette Gardner
Ewa Garstecki
Nola Gaston
Rosanna Gautreaux
Makeda Gilmore
Tiffany Goldenstone
Kenrick Golding
Gemma Golovner
David golovner
Yang Gomez

Angie Gomez
Eunice Gomez Robles
Jeremiah Gonzalez
Joaquin Gonzalez
Nieve Gonzalez
Erik Gonzalez
Jeremiah Gonzalez
Natalie Gooden
Josh Goodman
Samuel Gordon

Shanisha Gordon-Mitchell

Crispin Goytia
Benjamin Gray
Melica Grimes
Margaret Groarke
Nancy Guzman
Alicia Hall

Leishea Halliburton
Linda Hardwick
Nadine Hardy

Dian Hawkins
Catrina Haynie
Lamarr Hazel
Candias Herbin
Yenny Hernandez
Rev Carmen Hernandez
Ramon Hernandez
Matthias Hess
Roslyn Hills
Raymond Holloway
Mayreliz Howley
Pedro Huacon
Flora Huang
Sandra Hugine
Obie Hunt

Lilianna Infante
Britta Ingebretson

10453
10458
10460
10468
10473
10034
10475
10471
10471
10456
10457
10457
10458
10461
10469
10467
10458
10459
10033
10463
10456
10462
10459
10453
10467
10462
10469
10453
10472
10467
10452
10473
10457
10469
10456
10472
10468
10035
10460
10457
10462
10452
10032
10452
10456
10462
10034

Shauna Innis
Samantha Izquierdo
Carolyn Jackson
Tyrone Jackson
Lashanda Jackson
Katherine Jackson
Brandon Jacobs
Fathima Jahufar
Isabel Jay

Malika Jenkins
Emmanuel Jimenez

Emmanuel Jimenez Rios

Uriah Johnson
Gary Johnson
Jacqueline Johnson
Tiffiney Johnson
Audrea Johnson
Kevin Jones

Ryann Jordan
Michael Jordan
Lissette Jorge
Nekeisha Joseph
Peter Jubinsky
Lisa Kahane

Sarah Kam-Gordon
Laura Kaplan
Kevin Kelly
Lorraine Kennel
Selina Kenyon
Jada Knight

Noam Kogen
Mark Koppel
Steven Kopstein
Maryanne Kowaleski
Gabriel Kretzmer-Seed
Mary Alice Ladd
David Ladson
Chelsea Lamar
Maria Lanchang
Frazer Lanier
Eddie Larkin

Olga Larregui
Gerald Lawson
Julia Ledee

David Lelyveld
Eileen Leonard
Nyesha Lewis

10456
10467
10027
10456
10460
10467
10456
10034
10034
10458
10468
10473
10460
10458
10474
10457
10467
10463
10467
10457
10457
10459
10467
10451
10467
10033
10458
10457
10462
10458
10027
10456
10031
10034
10463
10456
10468
10472
10466
10454
10039
10468
10462
10471
10040
10033
10462



Renell Lloyd
Kelley Loftus

Gia Lombardo
William Long
Gabrielle Lopez
Celia Lopez
Arnulfo Lopez
William Lora
Manuel Lora
Sproule Love
Brandon Lowden
Nova Lucero
Gricelda Luciano
Katherine Luciano
Emely Luzon
Alfred Lynch
Shanequa Mack
Jaman Mahamud
Curtis Maison
Brenda Malcolm
Nathasha Manzanillo
Raymond Martinez
Veronica Martinez
Rebecca Martinez
Katty Martinez
Nihal Masnun
Gwendolyn Mason
Dominick Mastrangelo
Genesis Mattey
Elyse Mattiaccio
Jaime McCaw
Mikki Mccollough
Vellina McCoy
LaDeamMa McMoore
Janice McNeil
Dachell McSweden
Angel Medina
Luisa Medina

Erica Medrano
Venus Mejias

Ryan Melhus-Barreno
Manuel Melo
Jessica Mendez
Ralph Mercer

Sara Mero

Terrell Merritt
Veronica Mesadieu

10467
10451
10463
10462
10463
10469
10452
10462
10462
10027
10034
10458
10456
10451
10460
10475
10468
10467
10475
10034
10460
10475
10465
10468
10463
10458
10466
10040
10453
10463
10034
10458
10456
10457
10458
10451
10037
10458
10034
10458
10471
10463
10457
10451
10460
10472
10456

Olivia Michel

Sarah Milan

Brenda Miles
Cramon Milline
Jasmine Mills
Jackser Minyety
John Miranda Byrd
Tracey Mitchell
Darwin Monegro
Rafael Monroy-Rojas
Wanda Montanez
Jefferson Montes
Candace Mootoo
Carolina Morales
Christina Morales
Steven Morales
Cristina Morales
John Moran

Jordan Mose

Abdoul Aziz Moussa

Alessandra Muller-Thym

David Muto
Kaoutsar Nasrallah
Itai Nelken
Aaron Nickey
Ushba Nisar
Shawn Nixon
Precious Nkele
Jinnette Nunez
Mildred Nunez
Irenes J Nunez
Elsa Ocasio
Anthony Odunaike
Kenyi Ogando
Kevin Ojeda
Valerie Oliver
Sylvia Ortega
Brennan Ortiz
Milagros Ortiz
Tanya Osborne
Celeste Overman
David Pacheco
Shanai Page
Lena Palmer
Jayra Paredes
Natasha Patrick
Bernadette Payne

10026
10039
10472
10452
10456
10467
10453
10456
10460
10471
10468
10468
10034
10453
10034
10475
10462
10467
10463
10452
10033
10026
10027
10033
10460
10462
10466
10466
10458
10462
10458
10462
10474
10460
10457
10457
10473
10451
10475
10472
10473
10453
10462
10458
10468
10468
10035



Danny Pearlstein
Yani Pena
Alexandra Peralta
M Perez

Leslie Perkins
Alicia Perre-Dowd
Edward Perry
Shanda Peterson
Torres Phillip
Tony Picciolo
Craig Pinckney-Lowe
Maria Pino
Margaret Price
Robert Prouse
Paulette Pryce
Maria Puig
Marisol Quinones
Mary Elizabeth Quintero
Treshia Ramdin
Melinda Ramirez
Juan Ramirez
Sean Ramkissoon
Olivia Ramos
Marilyn Ramos
Daniel Ranells
Mariana Ranz
Belkis Reyes

Luz Reyes

Chanel Richardson
Lisa Richardson
Eric Rios

Tyesha Rios
Jazmin Rivera
Ana Rivera

Miles Rivera

Paul Rivera
Samantha Rivera
Beverly Roberts
Julius Roberts
Alexandra Rodriguez
Maria Rodriguez
Arbbitt Rodriguez
Tanya Rogers
Jaiden Rojas
Michael Rolon
Maria Roman
Andrea Rondon

10034
10468
10463
10469
10473
10034
10457
10468
10462
10453
10467
10451
10458
10033
10468
10032
10462
10460
10468
10453
10032
10469
10465
10458
10467
10034
10458
10453
10472
10453
10451
10459
10456
10463
10473
10468
10462
10457
10468
10467
10455
10472
10459
10467
10460
10457
10453

Brittney Roney
Ethan Roque
Mariela Rosa
Zoesha Rosa
Jonathan Rosa
Jaime Rosado
Jacqueline Rosado
Ebony Rosario
Veronica Rose
Caitlin Ross
Anthony Rowtie
Maria Ryden
Lupita Samuels
Milagros Sanchez
Gregory Santiago
Lucrecia Santiago
Paloma Santos
Eva Santos Veloz
Matthew Sarker
Laticia Saunders
Abby Schroering
Eric Schwartz
Raphael Schweizer
Shawntay Seawell
Fredda Seidenbaum
Michael Serrano
Arnib Sharaf

Neil Sharma

Paula Sherman
Matthew Shore
Albert Shoulders Sr.
Melanie Sicardo
Kianna Siedjeu
Robert Simic
Eltona Simmons
Marcella Smart
Patricia Smith
Dante Smith
Matthew Smith
Kimberly Smith-Gayden
Victor Solano
Shervin Springer
Alex Sramek
Mickerlande St Fleur
Maria Staggers
Daniel Starr

Alex Stavis

10468
10468
10040
10457
10455
10458
10455
10457
10462
10034
10462
10034
10467
10468
10457
10462
10034
10458
10463
10467
10027
10462
10467
10472
10035
10462
10458
10457
10469
10463
10451
10456
10462
10033
10457
10471
10473
10463
10458
10461
10469
10472
10032
10462
10458
10034
10128



John Stechschulte
Ean Steinberger
Simone Stern
Monica Stevens
Andrea Stone
Tameeka Tabannah
Kevin Teague
Milagros Tejeda
Charles Theanet
Melissa Thomas
Isabelle Thomas
Jessica Thompson
Darnell Tillery
Natazha Tirado
Karen Tongish
Mariel Torres
Ileana Torres
Kashima Torres
Jelissa Torres
Giselle Torres
Satuyee Tousaint
Katie Tracey
Margaret Trimboli
Alfredo Troche
Emily Trower-Young
Emelyn Trujillo
Shairi Turner
Tiffany Turner
Nahid Uddin

Sofia Valdez Taveras
Jessica Valle
Margaret Van Cleve
Mary Vaquero
Anibal Vargas
Jelani Varmah
Mark Vasquez
Carolina Vasquez
Lixenia Vazquez
Alga M Vega
Alexandra Volgyesi
Jim Wacker
Shambray Walker
Victor Walker
Maria Walles
Vivian Warn

Rick Washington
Marquita Washington Johnson

10032
10463
10463
10453
10462
10462
10034
10458
10458
10468
10128
10040
10458
10461
10040
10463
10463
10459
10453
10451
10452
10034
10034
10458
10031
10468
10475
10039
10462
10460
10451
10030
10459
10040
10463
10462
10456
10473
10464
10034
10463
10456
10452
10463
10462
10466
10458

Anthony Watson
Jaime Weida
Lenard Weinstein
Stephanie Wesley
Robin Weston
ROME Williams
Gary Williams
Renee Williams
Ramell Wilson
Wendy Wilson
Sandy Wilson
Annalise Wolf
Michael Wolfe
Jacqueline Wong
Gail Woods
Jessica Altagracia Woolford
Joseph Wray
Georgia Young
Carol Zakaluk
Juan Zapata
Carlos Zapata
Danasha Zarate
Jane Zopff
Stephen Zorio

10466
10462
10456
10460
10468
10474
10467
10458
10469
10458
10027
10034
10462
10470
10456
10471
10467
10466
10454
10455
10468
10457
10463
10033



